
 

 
Focused Assessment of Science  

 
Topic:   
Forces 

Year 5 
Age 9-10 

 

Title: Parachute car investigation 
 

Working Scientifically  Focus 
Plan: planning different types of scientific 
enquiries to answer questions, including 
recognising and controlling variables 

Conceptual  Knowledge Context  
identify the effects of air resistance 

 
 
Example 
 
Children were asked to design and test a parachute which would slow a car down a ramp.  
 

 
 
Children meeting the objective would be able to explain or show which variables are important 
when comparing the effectiveness of different parachutes. 
 

Example from Worlebury St Paul's Primary School, Weston-super-Mare  

 


